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12th July 2019 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
 
Important Information - End of Summer Term 2019 + Start of Autumn Term 2019 Arrangements /  
                                             Car Parking Procedures 2019-20 + Update on planning application 

 
 
Our last day of the Summer Term is Tuesday 23rd July 2019, and we will finish the school term with 
both Primary and Secondary celebration assemblies, with pupil departure times as follows: 
 

 Secondary Year 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 to finish at 12.00 noon  

 Reception and Year 1 to finish at 1pm 

 Primary Year 2, 3 and 4 to finish at 1.15pm 
 
There will be no after school clubs or wraparound running on Tuesday 23rd July 2019.  
 
Our first day of the Autumn Term is Monday 9th September 2019. The start times are: 
 

 Reception start at 8.45am (on Monday 16th September 2019) 

 Primary Years 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 start at 8.45am 

 Secondary Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 start at 8.30am  
 

Timetable Reception Y1,2 Y3,4,5 Secondary 

Breakfast Club 07:30 07:30 07:30 N/A 

Doors open 08:15 08:15 08:15 08:00 

Start of School Day 08:45 08:45 08:45 08:30 

End of School Day 14:50 15:00 15:15 15:30 (NEW) 

After School 
Activities/Homework 
club 

14:50 – 15:50 15:00 –16:00 15:15- 16:15 15:30 - 16:30 
(NEW) 

Wrap Around Child 
Care 

15:00 – 18:00 15:00 - 18:00 15:00-18:00 N/A 

 
 



 

 

 
Car park management 
 
In order for The Gatwick School to play its part in reducing traffic pressure on the Manor Royal 
Business Park, we need all parents to adhere to the following new arrangements. Similar to most 
schools we have limited car parking on site so it has always been the case that car shares and other 
modes of transport would be embraced by our students, parents and staff. This is particularly the 
case as the school grows. As such from September 2019, the following non-negotiable car parking 
arrangements will take place in order for the school to run smoothly in the morning and in the 
afternoon.  
 
Drop off in the morning 
 
Parents are reminded that they must use the “drop and go” system. Parking is not permitted except 
for Reception parents or other parents in exceptional circumstances and is strictly limited to 5 
minutes only. If parking you must use a marked parking bay and not park on grass verges. Parents 
must switch engines off whilst parked. 
 
There is no right turn out of the school on to Gatwick Road under any circumstances. 
 
 

 Time Car Park Detail 

Reception From 
08:30 

Main Car 
Park 

are permitted to use the main car park entry and 
use the designated parking bays and park for 5 
mins and ‘drop’ or ‘drop and go’ (using the 
supervised ‘drop and go’ coned area) 

Y1,2,3 From 
08:15 

Main Car 
Park 

are permitted to use the main car park entry and 
‘drop and go’ (using the supervised ‘drop and go’ 
coned area) 

Y4,5 From 
08:15 

Rear 
Playground 

are permitted to use the rear playground entry 
situated on Wheatstone Close and ‘drop and go’ 
(using the supervised ‘drop and go’ coned area). 
Please use Cobham Way to enter Tinsley Lane and 
then Wheatstone Close. On exit please use 
Wheatsone Close, Tinsley Lane and then Cobham 
Way to rejoin Gatwick Road 

Y7 From 
08.00 

Main Car 
Park 

are permitted to use the main car park entry and 
‘drop and go’ (using the supervised ‘drop and go’ 
coned area) for the first ½ Term Sept – Oct 2019. 
Then to use public transport, walk or cycle 

Y8,9,10,11 are not permitted to use the main car park for drop off. The expectation for 
these older secondary pupils is to use public transport, walk or cycle to and 
from school 

 



 

 

 
Collection in the afternoon 
 
Collection in the afternoon will also be closely monitored. As in the morning, parking is limited to 5 
minutes only and must be in a marked bay. Parents must switch engines off whilst parked. Again, 
there is no right turn on to Gatwick Road. 
 
 

 Time Car Park Detail 

Reception From  
14:50 

Main Car 
Park 

are permitted to use the main car park entry and 
use the designated parking bays and park for a 
maximum of 5 mins and collect 

Y1,2,3 From  
15:00 

Main Car 
Park 

are permitted to use the main car park entry and 
use the designated parking bays and park for a 
maximum of 5 mins and collect 

Y4,5 From  
15:15 

Main Car 
Park 

are permitted to use the main car park entry and 
use the designated parking bays and park for a 
maximum of 5 mins and collect 

Y7 From  
15:15 

Main Car 
Park 

are permitted to use to use the main car park 
entry and use the designated parking bays and 
park for a maximum of 5 mins and collect for the 
first ½ Term Sept – Oct 2019. Then to use public 
transport, walk or cycle 

Y8,9,10,11 are not permitted to use the main car park for collection. The expectation for 
these older secondary pupils is to use public transport, walk or cycle home from 
school 

 
I do appreciate that this is a significant evolution and change from the current procedures but it a 
necessary planned change for the school, in order for the car park and surrounding roads to flow. I 
expect all parents and carers to follow these procedures.  
 
 School Growth Update 
 
In the new academic year 2019-20, we will be all-through at 800+ pupils and on projection to reach 
1020 by September 2020. This is a sizeable increase and an incredible growth story from the 
original 48 pupils that started at The Gatwick School just 5 years ago. Our school building continues 
to be developed and we will be undertaking some internal works over the summer break which will 
include the development of 5 new classrooms; 1 x Secondary Maths, 2 x Secondary MFL and 2 x 
Year 5 Classrooms together with refurbished primary toilets.  
 
Planning application  
 
Sadly, the planning application we submitted in February 2018 has still not been considered by the 
Planning Committee at Crawley Borough Council. We hope it will be on the agenda for the August 



 

 

meeting. The Department for Education has been working hard to secure permanent planning 
permission for us on this site, but we have to satisfy the Council officers that our location and the 
associated traffic and cars will not adversely impact on our Manor Royal neighbours. This is why the 
arrangement for car park management outlined above are so important. Planning permission is 
required for the remaining works to be completed, which will include the secondary library, 
canteen, main school reception, sports hall, multi-use games area, new façade and landscaping. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support of the unique journey 
that all involved with The Gatwick School are undertaking.   
 
On behalf of all the staff at the school, I wish you a safe and restful summer break with family and 
friends and look forward with anticipation, to receiving all our existing and new children back on 
the first day of the new academic year on Monday 9th September 2019.   
 
Thank you for your continued support for The Gatwick School. 
 
 
Kind Regards 
 
 

Mark Roessler 
 

 

Mark Roessler 
Head of School 
 
 

 
 

 


