




9 Music
Term 1 2 3 4 5 6

Topic
Composing Music- TV 
themes

Developing 
Instrumental Skills

Musical Knowledge 
Blues

Composing Music - 
pop

Musical Knowledge 
Rock

Live Music 
Performance

Knowledge 
Skills & 
Understandin
g

Learners will compose a 
piece of music using live 
instruments or a DAW. They 
will specify what genre of 
TV/ film their theme music 
represents and will use 
existing music for 
inspiration. 

Learners will carry out a 
skills audit on their chosen 
voice or instrument(s). They 
will keep a practice and diary 
and will evaluate how they 
are developing as an 
instrumentalist/ singer.

Learners will research the 
history of Blues and its 
various distinctive musical 
traits. They will produce a 
presentation on how it 
began and how it evolved, 
significant bands/ artists, 
important recordings/ 
events, and the image and 
fashion associated with the 
style. 

Learners will compose a 
piece of music using live 
instruments or a DAW. Their 
piece will include a chord 
sequence, a melody line, and 
a bass line. They might also 
include a percussion track. 

Learners will research the 
history of Rock (including 
Rock n Roll) and its various 
distinctive musical traits. 
They will produce a 
presentation on how it 
began and how it evolved, 
significant bands/ artists, 
important recordings/ 
events, and the image and 
fashion associated with the 
style. 

Learners are involved in the 
planning, rehearsal, 
performance and evaluation 
of a live performance in 
front of an audience. Year 9 
work alongside the Year 10s 
to produce a concert for the 
Gatwick School community.

Assessment

Learners perform their 
composition or submit an 
audio file. The piece must be 
over 1 minute long.

Learners submit a skills 
audit, practice diary and 
reflection report of how they 
are developing as an 
instrumentalist/ singer. 

A presentation is submitted 
showing a thorough and 
detailed understanding of 
Blues music. 

Learners perform their 
composition or submit an 
audio file. The piece must be 
over 1 minute long.

A presentation is submitted 
showing a thorough and 
detailed understanding of 
Rock music.

Learners submit a plan and 
progress diary in the lead up 
to the performance. They 
are also assessed on their 
technical performance skills 
and ability to engage an 
audience. 
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10 Music
Term 1 2 3 4 5 6

Topic
Musical Knowledge 
Funk

Developing 
Instrumental Skills

Composing Music - 
free choice

Musical Knowledge 
Hip Hop

Musical Knowledge 
Electronica

Live Music 
Performance

Knowledge 
Skills & 
Understanding

Learners will research the 
history of Funk and its 
various distinctive musical 
traits. They will produce a 
presentation on how it 
evolved and its historical 
context. They will 
investigate significant 
bands/ artists, important 
recordings/ events, and 
the image and fashion 
associated with the style. 

Learners will carry out a 
skills audit on their chosen 
voice or instrument(s). They 
will keep a practice and diary 
and will evaluate how they 
are developing as an 
instrumentalist/ singer.
They will set targets based 
on advice from their 
instrumental tutor.

Learners will compose a 
piece of music which 
includes a rhythm track, a 
bass line, a chord sequence, 
a melody and lyrics (if 
appropriate). 

Learners will research the 
history of Hip Hop and its 
social context. They will 
produce a presentation on 
how it began and how it 
evolved, significant bands/ 
artists, important 
recordings/ events, and the 
image and fashion 
associated with the style. 

Learners will research the 
history of Electronica and 
how the music is created. 
They will produce a 
presentation on how it 
began and how it evolved, 
significant bands/ artists, 
important recordings/ 
events, and the image and 
fashion associated with the 
style. 

Learners are involved in the 
planning, rehearsal, 
performance and evaluation 
of a live performance in 
front of an audience. Year 9 
work alongside the Year 10s 
to produce a concert for the 
Gatwick School community.

Assessment

A presentation is 
submitted showing a 
thorough and detailed 
understanding of Funk 
music.

Learners submit a skills 
audit, practice diary and 
reflection report of how they 
are developing as an 
instrumentalist/ singer. 

Learners perform their 
composition or submit an 
audio file. The piece must be 
over 2.5 minutes long and 
must include the specified 
elements. 

A presentation is submitted 
showing a thorough and 
detailed understanding of 
Hip Hop music.

A presentation is submitted 
showing a thorough and 
detailed understanding of 
Electronica music.

Learners submit a plan and 
progress diary in the lead up 
to the performance. They 
are also assessed on their 
technical performance skills 
and ability to engage an 
audience. 
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11 Music

Term 1 2 3 4
Topic

Internal Unit 201ta Musical 
Knowledge

Internal Unit 205ta Composing Music
External Unit 202ta - 
Live Music 
Performance

External Unit 202ta - Live Music 
Performance

Knowledge 
Skills & 
Understandi
ng

Learners will chose two musical styles to 
study and will discuss the various 
distinctive traits that comprise them. They 
will produce a presentation on the styles’ 
inceptions, significant bands/ artists, 
important recordings/ events, image and 
fashion associated with the styles. 
They will also identify key musical 
elements in a chosen piece of music

Learners will compose a piece of music 
which includes a rhythm track, a bass line, 
a chord sequence, a melody and lyrics(if 
appropriate). 
They will produce a visual guide to the 
composition and will then evaluate their 
work. 

Learners are involved in the planning, rehearsal, performance and evaluation of a 
live performance in front of an audience. 
The brief for this external unit is released in November. Learners then undertake 
a rehearsal and planning process leading up to their final performance in March. 
The performance must last for between 10 and 15 minutes. Learners then 
evaluated the whole process and use audience feedback to reflect on their 
performance. 

Assessment

A presentation on the two chosen styles of 
music and a musical analysis of one piece 
of music. 
Internally assessed and externally 
moderated. 

A plan for a composition in a suggested 
genre.
A composition of between 2.5 to 5 minutes 
in length.
A visual guide to the composition.
A reflection of the composition
Internally assessed and externally 
moderated.

A plan for the  performance (statement of aims, production plan, rehearsal plan, 
health and safety). 
A 10-15 minute performance and ongoing rehearsal diary.
A reflection of the performance.
Externally assessed. 
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